
GE THEME COURSES 
Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of 
the Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections 
relating to each specific theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses 
seeing approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses 
seeking approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission 
form for the chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or 
appropriate support staff person as you develop and submit your course.   

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline 
will be able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the 
course, since the reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the 
course review and approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, 
specific theories, names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Accessibility 
 If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive it in another 
format, please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412. 

Course subject & number 

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more 
advanced and in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal 
theme.  In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or 
cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 
words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

Specific Expectations of Courses in Health & Wellbeing 
GOAL Students will explore and analyze health and wellbeing through attention to at least 
two dimensions of wellbeing.  (Ex: physical, mental, emotional, career, environmental, 
spiritual, intellectual, creative, financial, etc.). 

ELO 1.1 Explore and analyze health and wellbeing from theoretical, socio-economic, scientific, 
historical, cultural, technological, policy, and/or personal perspectives. Please link this ELO to the 
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the skills needed for resiliency and wellbeing. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 


	Overview
	Accessibility
	General Expectations of All Themes
	GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in ...

	Specific Expectations of Courses in Health & Wellbeing
	GOAL Students will explore and analyze health and wellbeing through attention to at least two dimensions of wellbeing.  (Ex: physical, mental, emotional, career, environmental, spiritual, intellectual, creative, financial, etc.).


	Course subject  number: PUBHLTH 2010
	undefined: There are four assessment components in class that require students to engage in advanced scholarly exploration. The first two are the research paper and creative endeavor. As noted above, these projects require students to examine a public health issue, as well as solutions, in a selected low-to-middle-income country and locally in Columbus. Students conduct literature searches, read papers in the peer-reviewed literature, read government reports, seek out statistics, communicate through a scholarly paper, and communicate through a short communication (TED style talk, infographic, or other creative way).

The third way in which students engage in advanced exploration is through the Public Health and the Arts module. This module requires students to read a book and reflect on it and engage in a virtual book discussion. Additionally, students must select a piece of art that represents public health and describe why and how it reflects public health on a group discussion board. Finally, students must choose one of the films focused on HIV/AIDS, watch it, and write a reflection on a group discussion board.

The final way in which students engage in advanced exploration is through the Public Health in the News activity, which, as noted above, requires students to select a current news event, summarize it, and connect it to class content. Other students listen to the post and respond to it using a set of prompts. Throughout the semester, each student is a discussion leader and responder several times. By the end, they are better consumers of current news.
	Course subject & number: PUBHLTH 2010
	How does this represent advanced study in this theme?: Students are required to read selections from an online textbook, articles from the peer-reviewed literature, and government reports. They are also asked to write reflections on the material, describing how what they learned has challenged their thinking and views of the world of global public health. Through recorded lectures, documentaries, and readings they are challenged to confront what “doing” global health work means from an ethical perspective. Finally, through two projects, students are required to research a public health issue globally and locally and communicate about that issue using written and creative forms (e.g., a TED style talk or an infographic). All of these activities represent advanced study of the selected critical issues in global public health.
	ELO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: There are several ways in which students engage in critical thinking in this class. First, students write several reflections on the material throughout the semester. Their ideas of what causes health and wellbeing will be challenged early on, when they learn about the social determinants of health and racism as a public health crisis. Students tend to also be challenged by the material that is focused on culture, community engagement, and health. Reflections on books, art, and film are also included in this course. These latter reflections challenge students to connect what they are reading and seeing to the material discussed in class.

Second, the two main projects in this class, a research paper and a creative endeavor, require students to conduct research on a global public health topic and how it impacts populations in a low- or middle-income country and locally in Columbus. The research paper requires students to make connections between global and local solutions to the same public health issue; this activity challenges them to critically evaluate what they have learned from the paper.

Third, students engage in Public Health and the News discussions nearly every week in the class. This activity requires students to select a current news story, summarize it, and describe what they learned and what questions they still have. Other students will respond to the post, answering the questions posed by the discussion leader and reflecting on their own ideas. Students typically connect what they are learning about in class to current events.
	1 Explore and analyze health and wellbeing from theoretical, socio-economic, scientific, historical, cultural, technological, policy, and/or personal perspectives: The perspectives covered to the greatest extent in this course are the theoretical, socio-economic, historical, cultural, and policy.

Theories related to the social determinants of health and racism as a public health crisis are discussed in the modules. Socio-economic perspectives are a major focus in most themes, as most discuss the critical public health issue in low-to-middle-income countries. This course also emphasizes some historical aspects of public health, particularly during the first module but again later in the course when we discuss the HIV/AIDS epidemic through readings and a film. Cultural aspects of public health are also a focus, with the introduction to culture and health during one of the first modules in the course. This theme continues throughout the course in modules and through the research paper. Policy is also a major theme in this course. Much of what we do in public health is at the societal level and students learn about policy approaches to addressing public health issues in nearly every module. 

Through readings, recorded lectures, documentaries, assignments, reflections, Public Health in the News posts, the research paper, and the creative endeavor, students will explore a variety of public health topics from many perspectives. These various assignments require them to write about issues, conduct research about an issue and how it is addressed in a low-to-middle-income country and in Columbus, communicate in oral and written forms about issues, and reflect on their learning.
	2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the skills needed for resiliency and wellbeing: While this course is not about individual behaviors and an individual student’s level of resiliency, through readings about how public health issues affect low-to-middle-income countries and marginalized communities in the United States, students gain an understanding of how resiliency is developed and how it can impact health and wellbeing at the community level. Through the research paper and creative endeavor activities, students describe how communities have identified and implemented solutions to the public health problems that they face. They write about the public health burden globally and locally, solutions globally and locally, and connections to the global and local approaches to the problem.

Three reflections in the course will require students to focus on wellbeing and resiliency. Following the modules on the social determinants of health, racism as a public health crisis, and mental health and addiction, students will be asked to reflect on how communities develop resiliency to address these issues. Then, students will be asked to reflect on how their own resiliency can be developed from what they have learned and also how they can contribute to community-level resiliency.

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: The research paper and creative endeavor are the two activities that require students to identify, describe and synthesize approaches to a public health issue. Students select a public health issue for these two assignments. For the paper, they report on the burden and solutions in Columbus and the global burden in a chosen country and solutions. This requires them to reach out to local organizations to learn about how the issue is examined and addressed in Columbus. Students describe common approaches to addressing the problem globally and locally, but also the ways in which the local culture impacts the approach to reducing the problem. For the creative endeavor, they must learn how to communicate a public health problem and solution in a brief format, using more figures and graphs than text. This particular assignment is important for their future careers, as one rarely has the ability to discuss an issue using a long-form of communication, such as a research paper.

Other assignments will also require students to identify, describe, and synthesize approaches to public health issues. For some of the modules (global burden of disease, nutrition, chronic diseases), students will complete assignments that require them to apply what they learned in the module to a real public health issue. 
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: At the start of the term and again at the end, students complete an activity called Public Health in a Day. It requires them to think about what they do on a daily basis and identify three ways in which they interact with public health (regulations, policies, etc.). They also have to submit a photo to illustrate one of the interactions. At the end of the semester, after students complete this activity they are asked to reflect on how their knowledge of public health has changed throughout the semester and how their entries have changed as a result of the greater knowledge of public health.

The Public Health in the News activity also requires students to reflect on prior knowledge. When they are a discussion leader, they need to state what they knew about the topic prior to reading the article and what they learned from the article. Through this assignment, students are able to make connections to the topics we discuss in class (e.g., culture and health, social determinants of health, public health ethics) and what is happening in the world around them. These conversations become deeper and more reflective as the semester progresses and students learn more about global public health.



